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Know not whether the Diſcourle I held ( the 0- 

|| ther day,) concerning Toleration and Liberty 
of Conſcience, will anſwer the expeCtations 

you conceive of ir; but I well know the Obligations 
I am under, to give you all the ſatisfa&tion I am ca- 
pable of giving, which if you do not find in the Mat- 
ter, in the Method, and in the Stile and Expreſſions 
of the Relation I ſend, I am ſure you cannot chule bur 
find ſome in the proof 1 give of my Obedience in 
ſending it. Be pleaſed therefore to receive the Narrati- 
on (of what was then ſaid)in the very words,ia which, 
for mine own remembrance, (at my return home) 
Inotedit; not indeed in the Interlocutory way, in 
which it paſſed,(and that to avoid Repetitions,)but by 
way of one continued Diſcourſe, bur ſo ordered, that 
you will certainly become informed ( and perhaps 
' with more advantage , than if a Notary had taken 
— ny the ſubſtance of all that was offered on both 
Being asked my Opinion concerning Liberty of 
Conlci- 
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Conſcience; without entring into a. formal and ſcho- 
laſtical State of the Matter, hoping {6- coexpreſs my 
ſelf, hat nothing neceſſary to illuſtrate. it,, ſhould be 
wanting in what I had to fay ;' T'prefently anfwrered; 
That to underſtand it, we muſt diſtinguiſh points of 
Faith from points of Opinion. By Points of Fajth (ſaid 
I) I mean all things clearly and plainly revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures, whether they be things to be be- 
lieved only, or alſo to be done and practiled : By 
Points of Opinion, I mean all things whatſoever, not 
plainly and clearly revealed. Which ſaid ; I added; 
That we ought to bear with one another in reſpect of 
difterent Opinions, as God doth bear with us all; who, 
had he intended we ſhould be all of one Opinion, as 
he did we ſhould be all of one Faith, he could have 
made every thing as clear, and plain in the Holy Scrip- 
ture,and as undoubted as any : Bur it is for the carrying 
on of his own'moſt wiſe ahd righteous ends of Proyi- 
dence in the World: that he hath left ſome thirigs leſs 
plain and clear, and leſs ealie to be underitood and 
determined,-than others; as Matters both to exerciſe 
the reaſonable faculties -of good and pious men; and 
to afford them Subjefts of mutual Charity and Forbear- 
ance, in their different ſentiments and apprehenſ10ns 
about them. And if it hath pleaſed God (as it hath 
either for the mentioned, or other Reaſons) to leave 
ſome matters in diſpute , and doubtful, and in ſich 
| a State 


TE 
(3) | 


a State, as we can only gueſs at them, and that 
they look with divers Aſpects and 'Countenances, ac- 
cording tethe divers Lights in which they are {een, and 
the divers ſtands and poſitions from which : Why 
ſhould we preſume to be wiſer than God, and think 
to put (abſolutely and univerſally) out of doubt, thar 
which he hath not? Theſe changeable Opinions may 
be as much for the Ornament of the Moral World, as 
changeable Colours are for the Ornament of the Na- 
rural. We muſt in them bear and indulge. 

But inſtead of Bearing and Indulging, to compel 
a Perſon to ſerve the Deity, in a Way againſt the lighe 
and apprehenſions he hath of what he ought to do, as 
r0.it, isthe greateſt Tyranny that can be: - For it isto 
compel him to the doing of a thing, which , on 
pain-of Damnation, he holds himſelt obliged not to 
do; for no Perſonucan hold himfelf obliged to worſhip 
God,. but - in the way he- believes that God hitnſelf 
would have him:;. the which only he is to do on the 
pain of damnation : fo-that it by forcible courſes, he 
be induced to ferve him/otherwile, he is compelled to 
do a thing that onthe pain'of damnation he believes 
he ought not. And how Tiranaical is this, to fo Di- 
lemma! and how dreadful to be ſo Dilemna'd! Either 
not to worſhip ſo. and. be ruined now; or worſhip 
{o, and be damned hereafter. A hard choice! 

Again, for any to comply with a way of Worſhip 


impoſed 
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mmpofed on him by man, which he believeth not the 
true, required by God; It is not to obey and ſerve 
Goa, bur man: For (by way of Hluſtration) ler us 
make a luppolal, Thar aMafter biddeth three or four of 
his ſervants do ſuch or luch-a thing, and that the (er- 
vants'differ about the lenſe and meaning of the Com- 
mand, ,one uader[tanding it one way, another ano- 
ther way,, a- third in this way, the fourth in that; all 
are lervants,. and conlequently, equal in reſpect of 
the Maſters command, and therefore none hath any 
right. of impoling (a ſenſe on the others.) In this 
caſe, ſhould all the reſt of the Servants act as one of 
them would have, who undertakes to tell them his pri- 
vate ſentiments, and what, in his thoughes, the Maſter 
doth mean, it the ſenſe and meaning which he gives 
them-(of the Maſters Command} -be all che while againſt 
the Judgment of their own diſcretion (abour it;) for 
them to act ſo, is not to obey and ſerve their Maſter, 
but 2 fellow Seryant. And'this is our caſe; we-all are 
equally ſervants, and obliged to noother rule of Obe- 
dience, but che Maſters word of Command: Indeed 
ſome Servants are to bring that Word to others, but 
thoſe to whom they bring ir, are net bound to their 
ſenſe of it, further than. they are perſuaded ir is the 
Maſters. Search the Scriptures ; and Try the Spirits; We 
bave but one Maſter, who is God: 

And God is ſo good a Maſter, that if a Servant do. 


lincerely 
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ſincerely intend Obedience to him, and uſe his beſt en- 
deavour to underſtand his Command, as he would have 
him,and yet after all miſtake; I ſayGod is {o good a Ma- 
ſer, that he will not accept according to whar a Ser- 
vant hath not, bur according to what he hath ; He 
will graciouſly conſider the prompr, and ready Obedi- 
ence, and good Intention of his Servant, and nor (e- 
verely reflect on the error or miſtake of which he is 
guilty; which, being not willed, is benignly taken, 
and underſtood as more his Unhappinels and lnfelici- 

, than Sin and Fault : For, If our hearts condemn us not, 
we have confidence towards God. He principally regards 
the Heart, My Son give me thy Heart ; lo that if the 
Heart be upright, and the aim fingle, though the Hand 
milſcarry, and the Foot (lip, yet, in Divine Interpreta- 
tion, the whole Body .is full of Light : It Pleaſing 
God in Infinite Goodnels, to reſpect the Will, the In- 
tention, the ſincere Endeavour of his Servants; and 
for the reſt, to put it upon humane Weaknels and In- 
firmity,that Weakneſs and Infirmity which he will par- 
don. And it God himlelt have ſo much tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion for humane Weakneſs and Imperfetion, 
ſhall men themlelves have none for one anothers ? 

Further, to be rigid and levere to others in matters 
of Opinion, is not to comport with the Goldea Rule 
of all our Actions preſcribed by our bleſſed Saviour, 


y which is to do as we would be done unto; would'ſt 
/ B thou 
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thou be compelled thy ſelf, that doſt compel others ? 
Nor is it to uſe ſuch proper and convenient Methods 
as are neceſſary for the working of belief ; the under- 
ſtanding being a faculty that cannot be forced, or con- 
ſtrained any more than the Will. Belief may be per- 
ſuaded , but cannot be compelled. Arguments and 
Reaſons (and not Capiaſes and Impriſonments, Fire 
and Fagor,) are proper means to effe&t it; thus the 
Antient Fathers in all their Apologies to the Heathen, in 
defence of themſelves, and the Chriſtian Religion , 
ever pleaded. Beſides, Forceable courſes never an- 
{wered their Ends; Perſecution of a Do&trine doth but 
fpreadit: The Chriſtian Religion had never extended 
ſo far in ſo ſhort time as it did, bur for the violence 
uſed toward ir. The Blood of the Martyrs was the 
Seed of the Church. 

Nor is that athing of ſmall Moment(neither)which 
is inſiſted on by ſome, that where the underſtanding is 
not led by the light it hath to the Approbation of a Wor- 
ſhip, all Conformity thereto is bur Hypocriſte; that to 
compel the outward man unto a compliance againſt 
- the Ditates of the inward, (which may be done, and 
is all that can be done by violent, and forcible courles) 
is but to make as many Hypocrites as Worſhipers ; and 
{o inſtead of honouring God (which is the end of Wor- 
ſhip,) to give him the greateſt diſtaſte, and to do him 
the greatelt affront that can be. Such Differences! what 
man would like them ? and how ſhall God 2? I 
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| add, that Conſcience as it is taken for the Princi- 
ple that bindeth us to aCtin the things of God, and with 


immediate reference to him, is not under the Govern- 
ment and Power of the Magiſtrate; this inward man is 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and under his direCtion and 
conduct, by the Word andSpirit; The Kingdom of Heas 
ven is within you. God hath not by his Son, our blefled Sa- 
viour, the only Prophet we are bid to hear, obliged 
Magiſtrates to ſuperintend ia Matters of his Worſhip, and 
to give directions about them, (except perhaps in ſome 
Circumſtances) or to ule their Magiſtratical, and coercive 
Power over their Subjects in relation to them: he would 
not truſt any in matters ſo immediately concerning 
himſelf, and of ſuch Importance; but hath reſerved the 
regulating and directing of his Worſhip, and of all things 
properly pertaining to it, unco himſelf by his word ; 
which all, both Magiſtrates and People are obliged to 
obey. And indeed this was the great Principle,on which 
the firſt Reformers proceeded (in the Reformation,) 
that nothing ought to be impoſed upon Chriſtians in 
matters of Faich,or of Practiſe in Life, or Worſhip, but 
what is plainly intimated in the Scriptures ; or, that 
the Scriptures are the only Rule of Faith, Worſhip and 
Manners ; a Principle that reſtored the Chriſtian Li- 
berty, long oppreſſed with the Tyranny of humane 
and Antichriftian Impoſitions ; and a Principle that 
duly ſettled and conformed to, will likely prove a re- 
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medy (and haply is the only true one)to all theDiſtra- 
fions, Schiſms and Ruptures now among Chriſtians. 
A Toleration, or Indulgence, according to this Principle, 
is the moſt hopeful Baſis andFoundation of Settlement. 
Bur here it was urged on the contrary, That the Ma- 
giſtrates and Kings of Judah, were inveſted in a Power to co- 
erce Blaſphemers and Idolaters : They broke aown the Images, 
deſtroyed the Groves, and put to death the Prieſts that miiſtred ; 
and the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ſhould ſeem inveſted in the ſame 
Powers, m order to preſerve the true Chriſtian Religion, that 
the Jewiſh had for theirs; ' and conſequently , that he hath a 
Power of coercing too. 
But as for the Powers of the Kings of Judah, though 
it be admitted, that they had a Power, in ſome wr, 4 
of coercing even to death in matters of Religion ; yer 
it will not follow, that Chriſtian Governours have (the 
fame ; ) for the diſpenſation: under which the former 
were, Wasa terrible diſpenſation, and went on other 
Maxims than the new doth ; in which Chriſtians are ; 
that was the Diſpenſation of a Servant, this of a Son; 
that more accommodated to the Rules of Humane Wif- 
dom, this of Divine ; they had a worldly Sanctuary, 
and conſequently uſed worldly Methods; but the. 
Kingdom of Chriſt isnot of this world, and the Weapons 
in it are not Carnal, but Spiritual. 
Beſides, it may be ſaid, That even then it'was main- 
ly in xelation todolatry and Blaſphemy, that the Jew- 
iſh 
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#h Magiſtratcs were veſted in that ſanguinary Power ; 
and Idolatry fers up a falſe God, and Blaſphemy is lo * 
highly againſt the true, that This as well as Thar is 
trealonable: and therefore in a Kingdom which recog- 
nized God for Soveraign King, and in whole very Ci- 
vils (may I lo exprels it) their Religion was inlay'd, 
(cheir Religion being the Baſis and Foundation of their 
State, and their Civil and Religious Laws being all of 
one Sanction, and in one Volume ;) for them to pu- 
niſh in the Inſtances alledged , was bur to puniſh 
High-Trealon. 

And let it be obſerved, that I never did intend that 
Atheiſts, Blaſphemers of the true God, and Enemies to natu- 
ral Religion, (without which no Government or Com- 
mon-Wealth can ſtand) ſhould be exempted from pu- 
niſhment ; for not to puniſh theſe, is to be falſe and 
treacherous to Government itſelf ; It as much import- 
ing that Atheiſts, Blalphemers, and Enemies to natu- 
ral Religion, ſhould be puniſhed Capitally, as Enemies 
to all Government,(ſeeing without Religion there can 
be none) as that Trealons againſt this or that particu- 
lar State ſhould be /o. | 

Bur I think the Magiſtrate is not inveſted by the 
Lord Chrift, inany Powers of Coercion with relation 
tothe Chriſtian Religion, as it is Chriſtian Religion, be- 
cauſe, (as I ſaid before) it is the Kingdom of Heaven, 


and not of this World, and therefore not to be ſet up 
Or 
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or maintained in a worldly way; but as it was ſer up 
at firſt, ſo it muſt be continued ſtill in heavenly Me- 
thods, by the Word of God, and by the holy Spiric ac- 
companying it; the ſatne being the only proper means 
of Continuation, and Preſervation, that were of Incho- 
ation, and Production ; and letthele (means) be uſed. 
Only, where the Chriſtian Religion is inlayed with - 
the State, and become a matter of civil SanEtion, and 
Eſtabliſhment by Law,there it ought to be maintained 
and preſerved by the Magiſtrate, and that with the 
power of the Sword, and ſuch Coercion as the State 
inveſts him in;bur this is not ſimply as it is the Chriſtian 
Religion, but on a civil account, and with reſpect to 
the State, as it i5 become a Stone in that Building, and 
hath a place in the Laws of it; and it is proper for 
Chriſtian People to ſettle Chrittian Religion by Law. 
Bur ſtill (as I ſaidat firſt) DiſtinCtion mult be made 
berween Chriſtian Religion,or points of Faith(contain- 
ed, as tothe things to be believed only,in the Creed, com- 
monly called the Apoſtles, & tiled by Ireneus the Catho- 
lick Faith)berween that & matters of Opinion;it being 
unſafe for any Government to inlay in its Foundation 
any Opinion thar is diſputable, and doubtful. To build 
a Government upon an Opinion that is diſputable and 
doubtful, is to build a Houſe on the Sand, and to la 
a weak Foundation ; and a weak Foundation will de- 
ceivethe Structure: whereas to build it oa the true Re- 
ligion 
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len, or that Chriſtian and Catholick Faith, which is 
abliſhed & confirmed with uncontroulable reaſons, 
and from Heaven with the Authority of Miracles, is 
to build on a Rock. To build on Opinion, is to weak- 
en the Stace ; for if the Opinion be ſhaken, the State 
totters. But the Chriſtian Religion is a Foundation, 
that ſettles and keeps it ſteady, being as Mount Zim, 
not to be removed. 

Bur to return, lt is oblervable, and very much to 
purpole,-That Jeſus Chriſt, although in his time,there 
were diverſities of Opinions, and ſome of very ill nature 
and aſpe&, even onall Religion; for beſides the Phari- 
ſees, the Eſſenes, and the Herodians, there were the S«- 
duces, that denied Angels, and Spirits, and a Reſurrecti- 
on; yet he never took occaſion to intimate any Duty, 
as incumbent on the Magiſtrate, to take cognizance of 
them, and penally to animadyert upon them ; nor doth 
he once reprove the Magiſtrate for not doing it, nor is 
there any intimation of ſuch a duty in all the writings 
of the Apoſtles; which evidenceth whart 1 {aid before, 
that the Magiſtrate (as ſo) is concerned but in Natural 
Religion, and not in the Chriſtian, except as it be- 
comies a Law of the State. 

The only Method that Jeſus Chriſt and his Apollles 
have obliged to even in caſe of Hereſies, and have re- 
commended both by their Examples and their Pre- 


cepts, is tocombate them with the Sword of the Spirit, 
| that 
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thatis, to reaſon againſt them from the Word of God, 
and, in caſe of obſtinacy, to withdraw from the Com- 
munion of the Heretick. Indeed, incale of 4lmanmers 
and of Blaſphemy,(of the former the inceſtuous perſon, of 
the latter Fhymeneus is an Example ;) I find them giving 
uþ to Satan, which, according tothe ſentimentsof ſome, 
being an act of punitive and coercive Power, veſted 
bur in the Apoltles, whileſt there was no Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, doth ſeem to intimate, that where there 
is, he may (yes he mult) in ſuch caſes, (caſes of ill 
manners, and of Blaſphemy) take Cognizance, and 
uſe coercive and penal Animadyerlſtons, and indeed 
this is the proper work of Magiſtrates. 

But for Matters of Opinion, not clearly and infalli- 
bly decidable from the word of God, in which men of 
good and upright Conſcience may have different lights; 
Matters of no malignant Influence upon the State, (ſuch 
as Popery hath) er on the Societies of Chriſtians, in theſe 
(martters)l cannot find the Magiſtrate hath any thing to 
do, no, nor Miniſters neither, but ro endeavour to con- 
vince and per{uade,and to reihe miſtakes(if any be)in 
ſucha manner as may manifeſt the due regard & value, 
they have for upright and well meaning, though erring 
and miſtaking Conſcience. Let us walk together in things 
im Which we agree ; and for others, refer them to the day that 
will declare. We are all to ſtand before the Maſter, and 
hemuſt Judge. 


And 


And certainly it would much import to the — 
of our Breaches, and to allay the Heats and Animoſt- 
ties that reign amongſt us, if we more regarded the 
| Conſcience, they, who do diſlent from us, do make, and 
the good deligns and ends they aim at, than the very 
Opinions and Praftices themſelves in which they diflent ; 
for in the former all good Chriſtians agree, and in the 
latter will. ever differ ; we ought highly to value and 
honour tenderneſs of Conſcience, and Intentions di- 
rected to the Glory of God, and the common good of * 
the Church, and of the World, wherever we find them, 
though we never ſo much differ in the ſubje& matters 
of that Conſcience, and of thoſe good Intentions. 

This was the Healing Principle, on which the A- 
poſtle proceeded, when. he ſaid, he that keepeth a day, 
keepeth ir to the Lord , and he that keepeth not a 
day, keepeth itnot to the Lord; thus, with a grain of 
Chriſtian Moderation and good Temper, He, at that 
time, reconciled the moſt diſtant and contradifory 
Practices and Opinions ; *tis as if he had ſaid, the fors 
mer he believeth the Law of God given by Moſes, that . 
commandeth the obſervation of Days to be till in 
force, and therefore keepeth a day, becaule he believ- 
eth the Lord will have him: the latter better under- - 
ſtanding the nature of the Goſpel, and the true extent 
of Chriftiin Liberty, that we are not under the Law, 
but under Grace, and redeemed hereunto by the pre- 
C cious 
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cious Blood of the Lord Chriſt, he doth not keep the 
legal days; & itis in honour totheLord Chriſt, & to the 
Redemprion purchaſed by his Blood,that he doth not. 
And'here, let us bethink how far a Principle of this 
kind would go towards healing, in our preſent diffe- 
rences; They, who do Baptiſe Infants, do it to the 
L ord, they, who do it not, do it not to the Lord ; the 
former bclieving that the Covenant of Abraham is 
the Covenant of Grace, are perſuaded, that the Lord 
will have them do it ; the latter believing that all 
things are become new, and that we ſtand not on the 
old Bafts, are perſuaded that he will nor. So he that 
kneeleth in the Sacrament, doth it tothe Lord, and he 
that knecleth not, kneeleth not to the Lord ; the one 
believeth chat in the act of receiving, when Jeſus Chriſt 
doth give himſelf, he cannot take that unſpeakable 
Gifr, from ſuch a Hand, too reverently, too humbly, 
and therefore (He) expreſſes that Humility and Reve- 
rence with his Knee : the other believeth, that the Lord 
Chriſt ihviting him unto his Table, obliges tq the uſe 
. of that geſture, which may intimate the friendſhip and 
familiarity (that) by ſuch an Invitation he is taken into, 
and therefore he ſits or uſes a Table geſture, as Chriſt 
and his Diſciples did. Ina'word, men of good and up- 
right Conſciences, think they may conform tothe Wor- 
ſhip as it is by Law eſtabliſhed, becauſe they think the 
Ritcez and Ceremonies in it, are no.other than what arc 
decent 
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decent, and allo think the Officers of the Church im- 
powered by our Lord Chriſt, to inſtitute and order in 
points of decency, and thoſe that do ſo conform, con- 
form tothe Lord: Bur on the contrary, others perſua- 
ded that the Lord Chriſt, as being taichful in all his 
Houſe, hath himſelfinfticuced all the neceſſary Officers, 
and made all the neceſlary Orders, and chere being Of- 
ficers and Orders in the Church, that they cannot find 
Example, or command for inthe Scriptures, therefore 
they conform not; and as the former in conforming, 
do conform to the Lord, lo the latter in nor conform- 

ing, do not conform in regard to the Lord. 

As for Separations into leveral, and diſtinct conven- 
tions, which on the former Principles will unavoidably 
follow ; for thoſe of the lame Opinion will unite and 
convene together, and ſo divide from others; Birdsof 
one Feather will be flocking and aflociacing : I ſee no 
cauſe of fearing any greater Inconvenience in them, to 
the Church, or to the State, if mutual Toleration and 
Indulgence be the received Principle, than isin lo ma- 
ny ſeveral Clubs of friendſhip, or Companies of Trade ; 
for however different, they may be from one another 
in other reſpects, in this they will all agree, to love 
one another, for that ofGod they ſce, & to maintain the 
publick Liberty, the common lntereſt of all; and lo, 
though they are as may Conventions, as you can imagine, 
(andthe more the leſs dangerous,one will ballance ano- 
ther) yerthey are not factions. C3 Ir 
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Ic isthe belief of Infallibility,and the damning Principle 
of the ſeveral Opiniators (therefore tro be condemned 
itſelf ) that is the cauſe of all the harred, hear, and ani- 
molity among them, and of the Deſigns they all nou- 
riſh to exterminate one another ; this turns Opinions 
into Faftions, dangerous to Church and State ; Mi/ 
chiefs not to be avoided, even under State-Toleration, 
and Indulgence, as long as one Opinionator damns all 
others, which every one, who impropriates Salvation 
(a fault, yet too general) to hisown Opinion and Me- 
thod, doth by Implication do. Elſe, different Opini- 
ons would not create Trouble in a State, any more 
than different Garbs and Faſhions ; *tis damning ſpoils 
all: But who art thou that judgeſt and condenneſt another 
mans Servant ? Judge not that ye be not judged. Yet on the 
other hand, there is, I think, no other way of prevent- 
ing the inconveniences and dangers, that threaten a 
State, which ſettles on any one particular Opinion, without 
Indulging and Tolerating of others. but what is equal- 

ty Hazardous and Tirannical, viz, To mop the Eyes 

| ofthe Subject, and keep them in perpetual Darkneſs; 
cither by obliging'them to a blind ſubmiſſion to ſome 
(External or Internal) Authority, or by forbidding all 
Schools and Learning, all Preaching and Diſpuring, 
&c, It being Ignorance only that can be the Mother 
of ſuch Devotion. A truth evinced both in the Tiran- 
nical Method of Turkey, and in that of the Papacy ; and 
few 
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&w but will think ſuch Methods unſafe, becauſe un- 
eafie,and the darknels mult be thick darkneſs roo; for 
a Liberty but in Philoſophy, will in the conſequence 
draw on a Liberty of thinking in Divinity. 

In fine, it is worth the obſerving what befel Philip 
2d. King of Spain, that rigid and inflexible aflertor of 
Unitormity in Worſhip, who, to-one of his Miniſters 
of State, that repreſented to him the danger of lofing 
all by ſevere , bloody Proceedings in-Flanders, and there- 
fore adviſed himto ſore conntvence 2nd temper, al- 
ledging the Example of the neighbouring : Countries - 
of France and. Germany, anſwered, That he would rather 
be without Kingdoms, than enjoy them with Herefie. And he 
was taken to his word; for this Inexorable, Lofty Prince, 
becaule he would not enjoy. with Herekie, (as i called 
it) the Noble Provinces, now known by the name of 

- Unired to all the World, became divelted of them in- 
deed; and he that would not keep them by Moderati- 
on and Temper, did deſervedly loſe them by (his) ſe- 
verity and Obſtinacy. 

This is the ſuram of whar I ſaid in that Diſcourſe,to 
which, becauſe-you have confined me. I will not of 
fer now, what more I have to ſay concerning the Sub- 
ject of ic; Only you may pleaſe to take the: Judgment 
of two of our wiſeſt, and moſt celebrated Princes : 
iſt King Janes, in his Speech to the Lords and Com- 


mons ar White- Hall, March 21. 1609. 1 never found that 
Blood 
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Blood and too much ſeverity did good in matters of Religion : 
For beſides that, it is a ſure Rule m Divinity, that God never 
love3to plant his Church by violence and bloodſhed. Natural 
Reaſon may cven perſuade us,ard daily experience proves it true, 
That when men are ſeverely Perſecuted for Religion, the Gal: 
lantneſs of many mens Spirits, and the Willfulneſs of their Fu 
mours, rather than the juſtneſs of their Cauſe, makes them to 
take a Pride, boldly to endure any torments, or death itſelf 
to gain thereby the Reputation of Martyrdom, though but ma 
falſe ſhadow. - 2d. King Charles 1. in his Declaration 
1 641. For differences among#t our ſelves for matters indif- 
ferent in their own Nature concerning Religion, We ſhall m 
tenderneſs to any number of our loving Subjetts, very willingly 
comply with the Advice of our Parliament, That fome Law 
may be made for the Exemption of tender Conſciences from pue 
niſhment or proſecution for ſuch ceremonies, and in ſuch caſes, 
Which, by the Judgment of moſt men, are held to be matters 
indifferent, and of ſome to be abſolutely unlawful. 

To which-molt illuſtrious ſuffrages I will add theTe- 
ſtimony of the learned Mr. Chillmgworth, both in re- 
gard of the great Authority and Reputation he hath in 
the World, and alſo of the Reaſon and Moment of 
what he ſays. © Require (ſaith he) of Chriſtians, only 
« to believe Chriſt, - and to call no man Maſter, but 
* him only; let thoſe leave claiming of Infallibility, 
* who have no right untoit, and let them. that in their 
« words diſclaimit, diſclaim it likewiſe in their acti- 
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« ons. In a word, take away Tiranny, which is the 
« Devil's Inſtrument to ſupport Errours, and Superſti- 
«ions, and Impiety in the ſeveral parts of the World, 
« which could not otherwiſe withſtand the Power of 
« Truth, I ſay,take away Tiranny,and reſtore Chriſti- 
« ans to their juſt,and full Liberty of Captivating their 
«underſtandings to the Scripture only. Aa univerſal 
«Liberty thus rhoderated, may quickly reduce Chri- 
« tendom to truth and Unity. | 

This is ſo ſmartly, ſo fully, ſo excellently penned 
by that great man, that I am perſuaded the delighr 
and pleaſure you will take in reading this one Para 
graph, in conjunction with what I have given you, as 
the ſenſe of rhoſe great Princes, K.. and K. C. will 
make ſufficient compenſation for the longſom exer- 
ciſe you had in all thar preceded it ; and thereforeto 
leave you in the ſame good humour and pleaſantneſs 
in which I found you, and that you may go off with a 
Reliſh, I chink it time co write my felt, 


SIR, 


Your Humble Servant. 


WA 
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